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taxpayers a good return on investment at
MISD.

While overseeing the 46-campus MISD, Dr.
Henrie has somehow found time to be in-
volved in other professional groups and orga-
nizations. The Texas Association of School
Administrators, Mesquite Education Associa-
tion, Texas Staff Development Council, Texas
ASCD, UIL Legislative Council, and the Na-
tional Federation of State High School Asso-
ciations and Equity Center have all benefitted
from Dr. Henrie’s wisdom and leadership.

During her tenure, MISD was a recognized
district in 2010 and 2011, received the Texas
Award for Performance Excellence from Qual-
ity Texas, gained membership in the Comp-
troller's Gold Leadership Circle, and was a
large-district finalist in the H-E-B Excellence in
Education Awards for three consecutive years.
MISD is also one of only 11 public school dis-
tricts to earn the highest rating of five stars on
the Financial Allocation Study for Texas
(FAST) for three consecutive years.

Dr. Henrie received personal recognition as
the recipient of Mesquite Social Services’
Women in Service and Enterprise Award,
Texas ASCD’s Brownlee Leadership Award,
the ATPE’s 2011 Administrator Educator of
the Year honor, and City of Mesquite Pillar of
the Community Award.

This year Dr. Henrie will retire. Though her
time as an educator has come to an end, the
results of her hard work will no doubt continue
to be seen for generations to come. While she
may be giving up the title of superintendent, |
have no doubt her role as one of MISD’s big-
gest fans will continue.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Fifth District of
Texas, | am honored to recognize Dr. Linda
Henrie for her devotion to education and for
helping to shape a brighter future for our com-
munity and our country.
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Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, June is Alz-
heimer's & Brain Awareness Month, an oppor-
tunity to raise awareness and continue a na-
tional conversation about this debilitating dis-
ease, which is the nation’s sixth leading cause
of death.

Worldwide, there are 47 million people living
with Alzheimer's and other dementias, and
without a change, these numbers are ex-
pected to grow to 76 million by 2030. Not only
will this affect individuals and families with an
unmeasurable toll of physical and emotional
pain, it will also cost our entire economy and
health care system billions. Just this year
alone, the disease is estimated to cost us
$226 billion.

Even more concerning, Mr. Speaker, is the
fact that Alzheimer's disease is not treatable
and its progression cannot be slowed down.
However, | am encouraged by the important
work that researchers are doing at the Na-
tional Institute of Health regarding this deadly
disease. Furthermore, | am glad that my col-
leagues and | in the House came together in
a responsible and bi-partisan manner to not
only increase funding to $31.2 billion for the
NIH ($1.1 billion above fiscal year 2015 and
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$100 million above the President's request);
but within that allocation provided $886 million
for the Alzheimer’s disease research initiative,
a $300 million increase. | am hopeful that
these research dollars will go a long way to
treating, and ultimately curing this disease.

———
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Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor
to help commemorate the 50th anniversary of
the establishment of The Honey Pot Volunteer
Active Fire Department in Honey Pot, Pennsyl-
vania, which continually works to ensure pub-
lic safety within my congressional district. Out
of seven fire departments in the City of Nan-
ticoke, it is the only independent station sup-
ported solely from fundraisers and the State
fire grant.

After a devastating fire consumed three
houses, a group of Honey Pot residents char-
tered the department in April of 1965. Under
the leadership of the department’s first chief,
Theadore Zdiarski, the organization raised suf-
ficient funds to purchase a $32,000 1965 FWD
pumper through the sale of rags, metals, and
other miscellaneous items; an impressive feat
in and of itself.

Throughout the years, the department has
responded to calls in neighboring municipali-
ties such as Nanticoke, Wilkes Barre, Plym-
outh, Plymouth Township, Shickshinny, and
Dupont; service that has greatly enhanced
public safety across Northeastern Pennsyl-
vania. In 1992, the company created a junior
firefighter program. In doing so, the company
not only successfully increased their member-
ship, but also engaged with local youths.

In addition to their stellar record of public
service, the company has repeatedly used
fundraising efforts as a way to positively influ-
ence the community. For example, when the
department needed to replace its aged pump-
er truck in 2000, the members organized a
“cabbage roll,” a fundraiser where participants
compete in rolling heads of cabbage down a
hill. The cabbage roll made local headlines
across Northeastern Pennsylvania, and such
an event is testament to the integral role the
company plays in the local community outside
of the fire station.

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to recognize
The Honey Pot Volunteer Active Fire Depart-
ment as it celebrates its 50th anniversary. On
behalf of a grateful community, | wish to thank
the department and its members for their tire-
less service and unwavering commitment to
increasing public safety.
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Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, today | rise in honor
of the career of Dr. Duane M. Ford, President
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of Southwest Wisconsin Technical College. He
served as the fifth president of the College for
the past four years.

Dr. Ford grew up on a family farm outside
of Tonica, lllinois. He spent much of his child-
hood doing chores and helping out with the
farm work. He eventually went on to University
of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign, where he re-
ceived a Bachelor of Science in Agronomy
with Highest and University Honors in 1977.
After farming with his father and brother for
two years, he studied at lowa State University,
where he received an M.S. and a Ph.D. He
then served as a Post-Doctorate Fellow in the
Department of Biological Sciences at the Uni-
versity of lllinois at Chicago.

In 1986, he began his career in teaching
and academic leadership at Truman State Uni-
versity in Kirksville, Missouri, where he first
discovered his passion for teaching. While at
Truman State, he served as Convener of the
Agricultural Science Discipline, as Associate
Division Head for the Division of Science, re-
ceived a fellowship in the W.K. Kellogg Na-
tional Leadership Program (1991-1994), and
studied for a sabbatical year at the Center for
Biotechnology Policy and Ethics at Texas
A&M University (1993-1994). In 1996, Dr.
Ford became the Chairperson of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture at Southeast Missouri
State University in Cape Girardeau, Missouri.
From 1999-2011 he was Dean of the College
of Business, Industry, Life Science and Agri-
culture at the University of Wisconsin-
Platteville, where he also served as Interim
Provost and Vice Chancellor before becoming
President of Southwest Tech in 2011.

Under President Ford’s leadership, South-
west Tech has become a premiere place for
high-quality, affordable education and training.
Dr. Ford has a strong relationship with busi-
nesses in the area, and he has adapted the
curriculum to reflect the needs of the nearly
12,000 students per year attending Southwest
Tech. Throughout his career, he has stayed
true to his Midwest roots. He was a creative
thinker and tireless advocate for education. |
personally have enjoyed working with Duane,
first at UW-Platteville, then as President of
Southwest Tech, where his pursuit of quality
educational opportunities for his students was
inspirational. He will be missed.

Duane and his wife Sheri currently live in
Platteville, Wisconsin. They have two adult
children, Hollie and Simon, a grandson, Matt,
and a cat named Dusty. In his retirement,
Duane looks forward to pursuing his hobbies
of running, bicycling, baking and disc golf. Dr.
Ford will continue to serve on the Board of Di-
rectors for Southwest Health Center.
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Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the agricultural and public service ca-
reer of a great American. Mr. Hugo Tottino is
being honored this month by the Grower Ship-
per Association of Central California with the
E.E. Gene Harden Award for Lifetime Achieve-
ment in Central Coast Agriculture. Known to
many as the “Artichoke King” and to his
friends and family at Ocean Mist Farms as
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